
The Intent of Design 
 

t is taught in some circles that animal sacrifice occurred before the foundation 

of the earth and that it was the pattern for humanity to observe. In fact, many 

Torah-practicing believers today contend that the Father designed what we 

understand as “Torah”1 after an eternal model that has always involved sacrificial 

behaviors. 

 

It is a position that contends, “If it is stated in the Law of Moses, then it has 

always been a part of the Father’s covenant behavior.” Thus, by default we should 

expect that animal sacrifice was occurring in many other events, places, and times 

where it is not mentioned in Scripture, such as Genesis chapters 1-3 (the Garden 

of Eden). 

 

Those who insist that animal sacrifice was a part of the creation design 

generally base their conclusions on specific commands given to Moses thousands 

of years later. In effect, they assume these ceremonies were a part of this “eternal 

covenant behavior.” Quite frankly, if you do not know any better, this might seem 

to be accurate. After all, YHWH instituted the Law based on His own moral 

standards, correct? Therefore, the commands pertaining to animal sacrifice 

demonstrate that killing is a part of the Father’s ways, right? 

 

I believe this is the reason people have difficulty understanding the context 

surrounding the sacrificial laws. I mean if the Father’s behavior is “eternal,”2 then 

it would seem to make sense that all commands pertaining to animal sacrifice 

were exercised by the Father Himself in eternity. Surprising to many, this is not 

the case by any stretch. In fact, the more we understand the context of sacrificial 

laws, the more we can make sense of otherwise confusing passages. 

 
Hear the word of the LORD YHWH, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law 

[Torah] of our God, ye people of Gomorrah.  To what purpose is the 

 
1 Covenantal system; instructions for mankind; the Law, commandments, etc… 
2 Malachi 3:6 

I 



multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD YHWH: I am full of 

the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the 

blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.  When ye come to appear 

before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring 

no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me … 

        —Isaiah 1:10-13 

 

If you are not familiar with this passage, the prophet Isaiah is comparing Israel 

with the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.3 It is not to say the native Sodomites had 

literally sacrificed to YHWH during their years of prosperity. These sacrifices are 

referring to Israel’s vain offerings. The “rulers of Sodom and Gomorrah” refer to 

the Israelites themselves, and the prophet is emphatic about the Father’s disdain 

towards animal sacrifice. 

 

At first, you may try to convince yourself this is describing those who present 

vain offerings with the wrong attitude and that the Father just wants His people 

to do the sacrifices with passion for the commands. Have you ever observed 

someone in church who is “just going through the motions” and not genuinely 

participating in the vision of the congregation? To them, church involvement is 

nothing more than a checklist. They do not have a sincere regard for the heartbeat 

of God or the scriptures. 

 

This is basically how some people look at the Father’s attitude towards the 

people in this passage, as if they were just going through superficial motions. 

Therefore, the supposed context is one where the Father really does delight in 

animal sacrifice as long as the people obey these laws with a righteous approach. 

This is not entirely true. 

 

I will assume that many of my readers are likely Torah-practicing believers 

who do their best to keep the commands. This may describe your view; that animal 

sacrifice has always been a part of the Father’s eternal system and that He only 

enacted a pattern that already existed in eternity. Therefore, animal sacrifice is 

 
3 Isaiah 1:9 Except the LORD [YHWH] of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been 
as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 



assumed to be present throughout the entire biblical timeline, even as far back as 

the Garden of Eden. You may be surprised to find this was never the case. 

 

Another point of confusion is that people today commonly believe the Father 

requires animal sacrifice, or that He has always commanded people to do it 

throughout time. This is also untrue. Sacrificial laws were never required by the 

Father. This is why He asked them “who required this of you?” They were 

treading His courts with meaningless sacrificial ceremonies. Therefore, He asks: 

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? … I delight not in 

the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.” Folks, I believe these words will 

become even more alive the further you read. 

 

Regardless of your approach to the scriptures, we understand from past 

experience just how vulnerable we are to read the Bible according to our current 

beliefs. Therefore, to think in terms of slaughter, death, and sacrifice is not difficult 

to imagine if eating meat is a part of your current lifestyle. Thus, it becomes even 

easier to read this idea into the creation account. Consequently, images of the 

“coats of skins”4 that were given to Adam and Eve are more easily considered 

through the lenses of animal sacrifice, rather than a more practical possibility, such 

as the skin of a plant or tree. We imagine skin made of animal hide, when it is far 

more practical to assume plant-based options.5 

 

What if the Father was emphasizing that He simply does not delight in animal 

sacrifice at all? What if the previous text means exactly what it states at face value? 

Could it be that YHWH expressed how their sacrifices have never amounted to 

anything more than vain oblations? 

 

I contend that the message of the prophets makes a lot more sense when 

understood in light of the context I have proposed; that animal sacrifice has never 

been a part of the Father’s “eternal covenant behavior” but rather something the 

 
4 Genesis 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD [YHWH] God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them. 
5 Even among different Torah communities, it is commonly understood that plant fibers are the most 
beneficial for clothing. 



people preferred. Let us go back to the moment the first Levitical instruction for 

animal sacrifice was given. 

 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring 

an offering unto the LORD YHWH, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, 

even of the herd, and of the flock.  If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the 

herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own 

voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the 

LORD YHWH.   —Leviticus 1:2-3 

 

It is interesting that the first sacrificial instruction is not a mandatory command 

but rather a stipulation for the behaviors that were already a part of their lifestyle. 

It is not something that YHWH required but rather a voluntary sacrament of the 

people. This is the nature of animal sacrifice in the Law of Moses. It addresses the 

behavior of mankind; it is not an example of the Father’s behavior. 

 
Thus says the LORD [YHWH] of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt 

offerings to your sacrifices and eat meat.  For I did not speak to your fathers, 

or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, 

concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices.  —Jeremiah 7:21-22 

 

The Father never commanded the people to do burnt offerings and sacrifices. 

He simply told them how to do it. The practice itself was done of their own 

voluntary will, while the Father simply established guidelines for their behavior. 

Furthermore, outside of the Levitical system, animal sacrifice was altogether 

forbidden. Therefore, the people were only allowed to consume animal meat 

under regulation of the Law. 

 
The LORD [YHWH] said to Moses,  “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all 

the Israelites and say to them: ‘This is what the LORD [YHWH] has 

commanded:  Any Israelite who sacrifices an ox, a lamb or a goat in the camp 

or outside of it instead of bringing it to the entrance to the tent of meeting to 

present it as an offering to the LORD [YHWH] in front of the tabernacle of 

the LORD [YHWH]—that person shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; 

they have shed blood and must be cut off from their people.  This is so the 

Israelites will bring to the LORD [YHWH] the sacrifices they are now 

making in the open fields. They must bring them to the priest, that is, to the 



LORD [YHWH], at the entrance to the tent of meeting and sacrifice them as 

fellowship offerings. The priest is to splash the blood against the altar of the 

LORD [YHWH] at the entrance to the tent of meeting and burn the fat as an 

aroma pleasing to the LORD [YHWH].  —Leviticus 17:1-6 

 

Basically, if you are going to get your hands dirty, do it in front of me. He even 

tells them why. “This is so the Israelites will bring to YHWH the sacrifices they are 

now making in the open fields.” By understanding the context under which these 

commands were given, it is no less reasonable to surmise that Israel was given 

directions on how to orchestrate their sacrificial ceremonies. Even within these 

laws, we see how the Father instituted a system of preservation. He minimized 

unnecessary blood shed. 
 

And the LORD [YHWH] spake unto Moses, saying, When a bullock, or a sheep, 

or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days under the dam; and from 

the eighth day and thenceforth it shall be accepted for an offering made by fire 

unto the LORD [YHWH]. And whether it be cow, or ewe, ye shall not kill it 

and her young both in [the same] day.—Leviticus 22:26-28 

 

These stipulations reveal a system that was meant to bring order to the 

excessive amounts of sacrifice and consumption of animal flesh. I nothing else, it 

demonstrates that animal sacrifice was heavily monitored. With this in mind, it 

becomes more evident that the consumption of animal meat is what they (the 

people) required, not YHWH. It was something they “lusteth after.” 

 
When the LORD [YHWH] thy God shall enlarge thy border, as he hath 

promised thee, and thou shalt say, I will eat flesh, because thy soul longeth 

to eat flesh; thou mayest eat flesh, whatsoever thy soul lusteth after. 

      —Deuteronomy 12:20 

 

If you are Torah observant, then you may be familiar with a principle known 

as the “Intent of the Law versus the Written Letter of the Law.”6 Although we will 

spend more time in later chapters discussing examples of this dynamic, for now I 

will simply introduce the concept to my readers. Understanding this principle 

helped me interpret many confusing passages from a more contextual position. 

 
6 Sometimes presented with the contrast of “Spirit of the Law versus the written letter.” 



 

Simply stated, Christ came to magnify the Law,7 meaning he simplified it. 

Yeshua differented between common misconceptions versus the purpose for 

which those commands were established. There were reasons why each command 

was given. However, the religious leaders could not comprehend this concept of 

intent. They had only memorized what was written on the surface and treated the 

commands as more of a check list without genuinely trying to feel the heartbeat of 

Yah. 

 

Sure, a command to sacrifice a lamb might seem like the Father’s will if you fail 

to understand why He established the command in the first place. Could it be that 

animal sacrifice was so rampant during this time that YHWH needed to bring 

order to their practices? What if the sacrificial system was established because 

mankind was first found guilty of breaking two major instructions given to Adam 

and Eve? First, the violation of their food restrictions, and second, the violation of 

stewardship or properly ruling over the animal kingdom. Ironically, the act of 

consuming animal flesh would violate both instructions.8 

 

It is my belief that most Christians and Torah-observant Bible believers fail to 

understand context behind the entire sacrificial system—that it is centered around 

the behavior of mankind and not the Father’s behavior. This is the intent of the 

sacrificial laws. It explains why the Father would impart commands involving the 

slaughter of animals. He intervened by instituting regulations for their behavior. 

The commands were simply given as corrective action for their negligence. If you 

read the first few chapters of Genesis, then you can see the disconnect between 

covenant behavior during the early days versus the days of the Exodus. 

 

Understanding that hunting, killing, and slaughtering of animals is something 

our Creator never asked of His people, only then does it make sense why He 

would be inclined to intervene and establish guidelines. He simply felt their 

behavior was inhumane and needed to be governed. This is the “intent” or 

purpose of the sacrificial system established through Moses. 

 
7 Isaiah 42:21 
8 Or “kill two birds with one stone,” so to speak (pardon the pun). 



 
To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD 

[YHWH]: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and 

I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 

—Isaiah 1:11 
 


